
 
 

Prof Jennifer Walsh inaugurated as Master of The National Maternity Hospital 

Thursday, 1st January 2026. Professor Jennifer Walsh has been inaugurated today as the 

new Master of the National Maternity Hospital for a seven-year term. She becomes only the 

second female clinician to hold the role of Master in the hospital’s 132-year history.   

In an inauguration ceremony attended by colleagues and family at the National Maternity 

Hospital in Dublin earlier today, the long-standing tradition took place where the new Master 

knocked on the closed door of the hospital’s entrance on Lower Mount Street. The door was 

opened by Director of Nursing and Midwifery Annmarie Sliney to admit Professor Walsh, 

marking the official start of her tenure as Master of the National Maternity Hospital.   

Elected to the role by the hospital’s Board of Governors in May 2025 following a selection 

process, Professor Walsh takes over as Master from Professor Shane Higgins who will 

continue as a Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist at the hospital.   

Professor Walsh first joined the National Maternity Hospital in 2016 as a Consultant 

Obstetrician and Gynaecologist and Maternal and Fetal Medicine Subspecialist. A graduate 

of UCD, she completed her postgraduate subspecialty training at Columbia 

University in New York.  

As the Director of Fetal Medicine at the National Maternity Hospital for the past three and a 

half years, Professor Walsh has overseen one of the busiest departments at the hospital, 

providing a national referral service for complex fetal diagnostics and therapies. In this role 

she looks after some of the highest risk and most complex pregnancies.  

Her first day in the role also coincides with a special date in the hospital’s calendar as staff 

welcomed the first babies of the New Year. More than 7,000 babies were delivered in the 

National Maternity Hospital in 2025.  

Master of the National Maternity Hospital, Professor Jennifer Walsh, said: “It is a 

privilege to begin my term as Master of the National Maternity Hospital and to lead the care 

of the thousands of women and babies entrusted to us now and into the future. Having been 

a Consultant at the National Maternity Hospital for the past decade, I know that my role will 

be strengthened by the expertise, compassion and teamwork of my colleagues across the 

hospital. I look forward to working together to continue delivering the highest standards of 

care.”   

As Master, Professor Walsh’s role also includes the strategic management and direction of 

the hospital. She has sat on the Project Team and Board for the move to the new National 

Maternity Hospital at the SVUH campus at Elm Park and also chaired the Digital Health 

Steering Group for the future hospital.   

Professor Walsh said: “This is such an exciting era for the hospital as we develop a new, 

world-class facility for maternity, gynaecological and neonatology services. Co-locating with 

SVUH at Elm Park will ensure we can continue to provide the best care for our women and 



infants, especially those who require high intensity care in an emergency. This is the most 

important investment in women’s healthcare in living memory and will provide a modern 

campus with single in-patient rooms, supporting the standards in privacy and dignity that our 

patients and their families deserve.” 

Pat McCann, Deputy Chair of the National Maternity Hospital, said: “On behalf of the 

Board, our warmest congratulations go to Professor Walsh as 

she begins this important chapter as Master of the National Maternity Hospital. Her vision, 

experience and commitment to women’s healthcare will guide us confidently into the 

future. We also extend our sincere gratitude to the outgoing Master, Professor Shane 

Higgins, whose leadership over the past seven years has strengthened 

our hospital community and inspired us all.”  
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